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It is now abundantly clear that we have at our fingertips all of the tools we need to solve the climate

crisis. The only missing ingredient is collective will. Properly understood, the climate crisis is an

unparalleled opportunity to finally and effectively address many persistent causes of suffering and

misery that have long been neglected, and to transform the prospects of future generations, giving

them a chance to live healthier, more prosperous lives as they continue their pursuit of happiness.

Our Choice gathers in one place all of the most effective solutions that are available now and that,

together, will solve this crisis. It is meant to depoliticize the issue as much as possible and inspire

readers to take actionâ€•not only on an individual basis but as participants in the political processes

by which every country, and the world as a whole, makes the choice that now confronts us. There is

an old African proverb that says, "If you want to go quickly, go alone; if you want to go far, go

together." We have to go far, quickly. We can solve the climate crisis. It will be hard, to be sure, but

if we can make the choice to solve it, I have no doubt whatsoever that we can and will succeed.

â€•AL GORE, from the introduction
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Most of the "reviews" on this site are simply political arguments (with varying degrees of relevance

to the book's subject matter) by people who either agree or disagree with Al Gore from a political

standpoint. I would like to present a review of this book on its own merits.1) The author has a lot to

say in this book, and some of it takes time to read and comprehend. A book club might be helpful for



many readers.2) My favorite aspect of this book (from a literary standpoint) is the format. It is an

interesting blend between textbook-style presentation of data, coffee-table-style presentation of

main ideas, and textual exposition of a complex thesis. I think this format, while unconventional, fits

the author's writing style. The downside of the format is that it could be too accessible, possibly

enabling skimming or cherry-picking in lieu of reading.3) There are minor grammatical errors that do

not appear to obscure the meaning. Grammatical errors are common in scientific texts, because the

majority of proofreading is done by technical experts. Also, artistic license is taken in some of the

artistic renderings and poetry (and has been criticized in some reviews on this site). Both of these

could be blown out of proportion by political opponents, but are legitimate in the context of the

genre.4) One of the reviews on this site claims that there is an "error" on the nuclear bar in the

graph on p. 165. A range of 1-255 is given in the graph. The reviewer claims that the "actual" value

in the reference is 66, but the reference itself gives the range from 1-255 *and* states that 66 is the

mean value obtained upon a weighted average.
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